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ABSTRACT

The production and artisans of roof tile
in Goryeo and Joseon periods

Suh Sung-ho

In Goryeo Dynasty, roof tiles for the central government’s use were procured from Yugyo
(7528), government-run kilns near Gaegyeong, the capital, and from Waso(ELFf7), the special
administrative districts producing roof tiles. Roof tiles for local government’s use were produced
at the construction site by artisans corvee requisitioned by local government. If necessary, the
central government also corvee requisitioned artisans. In the 14th century, there appeared
some new cases in which the roof tile artisans were hired by paying wage. Buddhist temples
of Goryeo Dynasty often had monk artisans making roof tiles for their own temples. Some of
those monk artisans conducted wide-area activity for nearby counties making use of the coastal
sea route. Gaegyeong, the capital, was the place where private roof tile artisans were most
active. Among the artisans of Gaegyeong, there were those, although rare, who were invited
to a remote area such as Jangheung, Jeolla-do Province, to bake roof tiles. In the 14th century,
some cases of purchasing roof tiles produced by private artisans from the central government
office appeared. Among the local private artisans, there were those who baked roof tiles at the
construction sites of temples, residences, and fortresses, or produced roof tiles in response to
orders, taking the several neighboring counties as their scope of activity.

In Joseon Dynasty, the roof tiles for the central government’s use were produced by the
artisans of Waseo(EL®), the office in charge of procuring roof tiles. The heavy burden of labor
and low treatment acted as a centrifugal force for the artisans to escape from Waseo(FLE).

On the other hand, the government operated the Byeorwayo(HlFL2E) to supply cheap roof

tiles to the commoners in the capital Hanyang. However, due to sluggish purchasing by the
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commoners, civil complaints related to the transportation of firewood, and frequent illegal sales
to Yangban, the noble class, Byeorwayo (| FL2Z) repeated the abolition and restoration. It seems
that Byeorwayo(Hl| FL2Z) was eventually abolished with the Imjin War.

In various government-led construction projects, roof tile artisans were corvee requisitioned
and baked roof tiles at the construction site. In the late Joseon Dynasty, these artisans were
provided not only meals but also a kind of wage. Those artisans who were not paid their fair
wages protested proudly to the government, and if the protest was justified, the government
took corrective action.

Since the 17th century, the government purchase of the roof tiles produced by the private
artisans increased, because Waseo(EL®) could not fuction properly due to the lack of artisans
belonging to it. Furthermore, in the 18th century, the government paid private artisans the
price of roof tiles in advance, and made them to bake and deliver roof tiles. In the case of local
society, this way of procuring roof tiles for government’s use by purchasing roof tiles made by
private artisans has been seen since the late 16th century.

The activities of private artisans were also in the form of baking roof tiles at the construction
site. The artisans invited by the client were those with a good reputation in the local community.
These artisans, most of whom usually farmed for a living, discussed costs and schedules with
their clients and then baked the roof tiles on or near the construction site. There was a case
at Seonsan, Gyeongsang-do Province, in the early 19th century, where the client purchased a
dahmniwoo(#7J24), meaning ‘a clay kneading cow’, for the roof tile artisan, suggesting that the
use of clay kneading cow was not uncommon in the process of kneading material soil of private
artisans in rural area at that time.

During the construction work at Seonsan, Gyeongsang-do Province, in the early 19th century,
the artisan set a fire in a kiln and baked the roof tiles for three days. In the case of an artisan
at Damyang, Jeolla-do Province, in the late 16th century, the average number of roof tiles fully
baked in and taken out of kiln was slightly over 3,000 sheets per kiln.

The most widely used firewood was pine, which was very costly. The remuneration paid
by the client to the roof tile artisan is a problem that is intertwined with the way expensive
production factors such as firewood, handymen, clay kneading cow are provided. Therefore, in

order to approach the standard value, it is necessary to secure more cases.

Keywords : Yugyo(7528), Waso(ELFfT), roof tile artisan, Waseo(EL%&), Byeorwayo(BlIFELZE), wage,
dahmniwoo (%4
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